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2012 C.A.S.H. Program Essay Writing Contest
Instructions: Please write an essay that is between 300 – 500 words on one of the following topics.  Your essay should be in 12 point font and double spaced.  Also, you must include your name and the essay question at the top of the first page.  

The college application essay is one way a college gets to know more about a potential student on a personal level.  Apart from academics and test scores, this is the one part of the application where a student’s personal statement allows them to distinguish themselves from other applicants.  It will demonstrate your ability to organize your thoughts and express yourself.
Review the Writing College Essays materials posted on the program’s website at www.nyblackmba.org/cashprogram.php.  Some of these documents were reviewed during the Writing College Essays session on Friday, January 13, 2012 and/or presented by the guest speaker, Dr. Ned Price.  Also consult your mentors and your teachers as you consider your essay.

DEADLINE:
June 15, 2012 (You MUST submit your essay electronically to your mentors or by emailing cash@nyblackmba.org).  NO HARDCOPIES ALLOWED WITHOUT FIRST EMAILING.
1. How have you had a positive impact on your community?  Discuss projects and initiatives that you are or have been involved with that have made a difference in your community.

2. Tell us about a time when you failed.  How did you react and what if anything did you learn from this experience?

3. We value diversity at our university.  In what ways would you add to the diversity of our community?  Discuss your experience with diversity from any and all perspectives that you can think of.
4. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement or risk you have taken, or an ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

5. Discuss the achievements you have had in your life in light of the opportunities available to you and/or in light of the obstacles you have had to overcome.

Winners: 
Essays will be graded by C.A.S.H. Program mentors and alumni and the Top 3 winners will be announced during the graduation ceremony in June.  Awards will be announced at that time.
